Sermon Notes

Season of Healing
October 8, 2023

Mark 9:14-29

14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the teachers
of the law arguing with them. *> As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed
with wonder and ran to greet him.

16 “What are you arguing with them about?” he asked.

17 A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, | brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit
that has robbed him of speech. 8 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams
at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. | asked your disciples to drive out the spirit,
but they could not.”

19 “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall | stay with you? How long shall |
put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”

2050 they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.

21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?”

“From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”

23 “If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.”

24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You
deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.”
26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a
corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” #” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet,
and he stood up.

28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”
29 He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”

The powers of darkness are on the prowl.
1 Peter 5:8
8Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for

someone to devour.

Some demon activity is stronger than others.
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Ephesians 6:10-12

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. ** Put on the full armor of God, so that
you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

We fight the powers of darkness by being strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.

Ephesians 1:18-20

18| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, *° and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty

strength 2° he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly realms

We have the same power in us that God exerted when raising Christ from the dead!

Luke 10:19
191 have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power
of the enemy; nothing will harm you.

2 Timothy 3:1-5

1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful,

unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the
good, *treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— ° having a
form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.

Darkness trembles at the very name of Jesus!

Philippians 2:9-11
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
0that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 gnd every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
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2 Corinthians 10:3-5

3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. * The weapons we fight
with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. > We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the
knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

Anything can happen, and God can do anything!

When we ask God to help us in our faith, we are showing humility.

1 Peter 5:6
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

When we ask God to help us in our faith, we are acknowledging Him and His power.
Psalm 149:4
4For the LoRD takes delight in his people;
he crowns the humble with victory.
The power of God can change any situation.

The more time we spend in God’s presence, the more His presence and power change us!
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