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Sermon Notes 

A Call to Occupy 
October 1, 2023 

 

The title of today’s message is, “A Call to Occupy” which is taken from a parable Jesus taught just before 
going to the cross that illustrates how we are to conduct ourselves in his absence until he returns.  Belief 
among the people that Jesus was the Messiah had continued to grow. The hope of the people would 
soon be expressed in their celebration of Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, riding on a donkey.   

Luke 19:37-38 - 37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

 
Luke 19:9-10 - 9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a 
son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

The crowd’s expectation of the Messiah to be a King who would overthrow the Roman government and 
restore Israel’s sovereignty was no doubt tied to a prophecy in the book of Daniel of one who was to 
come in authority and power.   

 
Daniel 7:13-14 - 13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his 
presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one 
that will never be destroyed. 

 
The suffering of the Son of Man had to happen before he could come in his glory.  This truth did not 
make sense to Jesus’ followers. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:22-24 - 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

 
“Jesus turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling block to me; you do not 
have in mind the things of God, but the things of men (Matthew 16:23).”  “They kept the matter to 
themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant (Mark 9:10).” 
  
Romans 5:1-5 not only teaches us about the purpose of suffering, but it also reveals to us that our future 
hope and our present-day sufferings are connected.   

 
Romans 5:1-5 - 1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
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Luke 19:11-27 - 11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was 
near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He 
said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to 
return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ he said, 
‘until I come back.’ 14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t want 
this man to be our king.’ 15 “He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the 
servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 16 “The first 
one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master 
replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.’ 18 “The 
second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more.’ 19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of 
five cities.’ 20 “Then another servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a 
piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in 
and reap what you did not sow.’ 22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked 
servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I 
did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have 
collected it with interest?’ 24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it 
to the one who has ten minas.’ 25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already has ten!’ 26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to 
everyone who has, more will be given, but as for he one who has nothing, even what they have will be 
taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here 
and kill them in front of me.’” 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 - 10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and 
someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation 
other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will 
bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If 
what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer 
loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. 

If I build with wood, hay, or stubble upon the foundation of Jesus Christ, all my work will be destroyed in 
the fire of judgment.  If I am building a ministry, a reputation for myself, or building to please people, 
then I am building with wood, hay, and stubble.  God builds his church by building up his people.  The 
gifts God has given me are to be used for that purpose, not for self-promotion or for any other self-
serving agenda.   

2 Corinthians 5:10 - 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may 
receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

Romans 14:10-12 - 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with 
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: “‘As surely as I live,’ says the 
Lord, ‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’” 12 So then, each of us will 
give an account of ourselves to God. 
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We can’t escape the fact that we will all give an account for what we have done with what we have been 
given.  We must resist the temptation to just hold on until Jesus returns.  Jesus left us here to be about 
the Father’s business of seeking and saving that which is lost.    
It is crucial that we understand truth and embrace grace. 
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