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The dwelling place of God is in heaven. And yet God makes it very clear from the beginning of
scripture that he desires to dwell among his people.

Philippians 3:20 - 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there,
the Lord Jesus Christ,

John 14:1-3 - “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going
there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

The psalmist David also wrote:

Psalm 103:19 - The LORD has established his throne in heaven,
    and his kingdom rules over all.

When Adam and Eve sinned, they were banished from the garden, but not from the heart of the
Father. His desire to dwell with humanity continued to be expressed through the promises and
covenants he made.

He personally led Israel into the wilderness and told Moses to build a tabernacle, a place where
his presence would dwell among the people.

When the tabernacle and all its furnishings were completed, the LORD instructed Moses to set
it up and to put everything in place. Once everything was anointed, including Aaron and his
sons who would serve as priests, the cloud of God’s presence covered the tent of meeting, and
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle (Exodus 40:34).

Exodus 40:36-38 - 36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the

tabernacle, they would set out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day

it lifted. 38 So the cloud of the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by

night, in the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels.

Once the children of Israel were established in the promised land, King David had the desire to

build a house for the LORD.

1 Chronicles 17:1-2 - 1 After David was settled in his palace, he said to Nathan the prophet,
“Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of the covenant of the LORD is under a tent.”

2 Nathan replied to David, “Whatever you have in mind, do it, for God is with you.”

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 - 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and

gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,

not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of

reconciliation.



John 14:22-23 - 22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show
yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.

Matthew 16:13-18 - 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about
you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

1 Peter 2:6 - 6 For in Scripture it says:

“See, I lay a stone in Zion,

    a chosen and precious cornerstone,

and the one who trusts in him

    will never be put to shame.”

Ephesians 2:19-20 - 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow

citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the

apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

Ephesians 2:21-22 (ESV) - 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a

holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God

by the Spirit.

1 Peter 2:4-5 - 4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by

God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to

be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

Revelation 21:2-4 - 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from

the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with

them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will

wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for

the old order of things has passed away.”

1 Timothy 6:11-12 - 11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness,

godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold

of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the

presence of many witnesses.


