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Love fulfills the law. 
 
Romans 13:8-10 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever 
loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You 
shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command 
there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love 
does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
 
We have an obligation to love one another. 
 
We are to love one another as an obligation to God. 
 
It’s an obligation because God commanded us to do it. 
  
John 15:17 
17 This is my command: Love each other. 
 
Matthew 5:43-47 
43 “You have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 44 But I say, 
love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! 45 In that way, you will be acting as true 
children of your Father in heaven. For he gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he 
sends rain on the just and the unjust alike. 46 If you love only those who love you, what reward is 
there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. 47 If you are kind only to your friends, 
how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that.  
 
We are obligated to love one another out of gratitude of the love God has shown us. 
 
1 John 4:19-21 
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot 
love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister. 
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Matthew 22:34-40 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an 
expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
 
If we always put God first, and put others above ourselves, we automatically fulfill the 
requirements of the law. 
  
1 John 2:10-11 
10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to 
make them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks 
around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has 
blinded them.  
 
1 Corinthians 13 
1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they 
will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a 
child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we 
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
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