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November 16, 2022 

 
Romans 13:1-7 
1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by 
God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for 
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 
reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 
punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to 
governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
 
God will empower us to do anything He asks of us. 
 
Be a good citizen. All governments are under God. 
 
Psalm 75:6-7 
6 No one from the east or the west 
    or from the desert can exalt themselves. 
7 It is God who judges: 
    He brings one down, he exalts another. 
 
Daniel 2:21 
21 He changes times and seasons; 
    he deposes kings and raises up others. 
He gives wisdom to the wise 
    and knowledge to the discerning. 
 
1 Peter 2:13-14 
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as 
the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do 
wrong and to commend those who do right. 
 
It is God who appoints leaders and uses them for His purposes. 
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We are called to pray for our government leaders. 
 
“Our leaders need God’s wisdom and to be covered in prayer. Especially in the midst of 
an election year or transition of leadership. The simple act of praying for our leaders can help 
them step into God’s will for their lives, and ultimately the people they serve.” 
 Jessica Wolstenholm 
 
We are called to submit to, and pray for, governing authorities in obedience to God. 
 
God blesses us with our money. It belongs to Him. We are just stewards of it. 
 
Matthew 20:15-22 
15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples 
to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity 
and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, 
because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to 
pay the imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not?” 
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap 
me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked 
them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 
  
This teaching helps us to live properly as Christians, and to do things for the right reasons. 

Notes 
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https://www.gominno.com/blog/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-the-election-year
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23890a
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