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Romans 9:14-18
14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 1* For he says to Moses,
“I will have mercy on whom | have mercy,

and I will have compassion on whom | have compassion.”
18 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. *” For Scripture says to
Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that | might display my power in you and that my name
might be proclaimed in all the earth.” *® Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and
he hardens whom he wants to harden.

Romans 9:13
13 Just as it is written: “Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated.”

God can choose to accept or reject as He wants!

Exodus 33:12-19

12 Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,” but you have not let me know
whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘| know you by name and you have found favor with me.” 3 If
you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so | may know you and continue to find favor with you.
Remember that this nation is your people.”

14 The LorD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and | will give you rest.”

15Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. ¢ How will
anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will
distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”

17 And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because | am pleased with you
and | know you by name.”

18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.”

19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and | will proclaim my

name, the LORD, in your presence. | will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have
compassion on whom | will have compassion.

Exodus 34:6
® And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness

It is God'’s decision to reveal Himself as compassionate.
God is moved by our suffering.
Exodus 3:7

7 The LoRD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out
because of their slave drivers, and | am concerned about their suffering.
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God knows the miracle He has for us — yet He still feels compassion for us now in our struggle.
Compassion: to suffer together.
God hurts when we hurt.

Psalm 34:18
18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

Psalm 103:1-4; 9-13
1 Praise the LORD, my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2 Praise the LORD, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
“who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion

9 He will not always accuse,
nor will he harbor his anger forever;
10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
1 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
12 gs far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him

Exodus 22:27
27...When they cry out to me, | will hear, for | am compassionate.

Don’t fight God’s compassion and try to talk Him out of it!
Believe it, receive it, and then act on it!

Mercy: God choosing to not give us what our sins deserve!
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Exodus 4:21
21 The LORD said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the
wonders | have given you the power to do. But | will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go.

Exodus 7:3-5

3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though | multiply my signs and wonders in Egypt, * he will not
listen to you. Then | will lay my hand on Egypt and with mighty acts of judgment | will bring out my
divisions, my people the Israelites. > And the Egyptians will know that | am the LORD when | stretch out my
hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it.”

Exodus 8:8-15

8 Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray to the LORD to take the frogs away from me and
my people, and | will let your people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD.”

9 Moses said to Pharaoh, “I leave to you the honor of setting the time for me to pray for you and your
officials and your people that you and your houses may be rid of the frogs, except for those that remain
in the Nile.”

10 “Tomorrow,” Pharaoh said.

Moses replied, “It will be as you say, so that you may know there is no one like the LORD our God. ! The
frogs will leave you and your houses, your officials and your people; they will remain only in the Nile.”
12 After Moses and Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the LORD about the frogs he had brought on
Pharaoh. 3 And the LORD did what Moses asked. The frogs died in the houses, in the courtyards and in
the fields. 1 They were piled into heaps, and the land reeked of them. > But when Pharaoh saw that
there was relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had
said.

The same heat that melts butter also hardens clay.

Harden: To give us over to our stubbornness.

Romans 1:24-25

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading

of their bodies with one another. ?° They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and
served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

Notes
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