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Acts 28:1-10

1 Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. ? The islanders showed us unusual
kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold. 2 Paul gathered a pile of
brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his

hand. * When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man
must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice has not allowed him to
live.” ® But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. © The people expected him to
swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him,
they changed their minds and said he was a god.

7 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to
his home and showed us generous hospitality for three days. & His father was sick in bed, suffering from
fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed

him. ° When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. *° They honored
us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed.

Matthew 5:44-45

44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, * that you may be children of
your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.

John 16:33
33 “] have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.”

Questions to ask ourselves:
I may understand the idea of intimacy with God intellectually, but have I really put it into practice?

Do | try to live a Christian life without God?

Have there been times when I thought God expected me to do my best, try harder, and just live a good
life?

With spiritual self-management, life's circumstances and personal victories become a barometer for
how we are doing spiritually at any given time.

The underlying thought is that we dispense our own blessing.

Exodus 33:19

19 And the LoRrD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and | will proclaim my name,
the LORD, in your presence. | will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have compassion on
whom | will have compassion.
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Ephesians 2:8-9
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— ? not by works, so that no one can boast.

Isaiah 64:6

6...our righteous acts are like filthy rags

John 9:1-3

1 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. ? His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that he was born blind?”

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God
might be displayed in him.

It’s all about God and Him glorified!
Signs and wonders will be evident when we walk in unity and the power of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 2:42-47

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer. *3 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. * All
the believers were together and had everything in common. * They sold property and possessions to give
to anyone who had need. * Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, *’ praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Signs and wonders are part of the full gospel of Jesus Christ.

Romans 15:17-19

17 Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. 81 will not venture to speak of anything except
what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what | have said and
done— ° by the power of signs and wonders, through the power of the Spirit of God. So from
Jerusalem all the way around to lllyricum, | have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ.

God wasn’t going to let the others write this off as a criminal getting his punishment.

Paul had a date with Caesar.
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