< Bible Study Notes

Book of Acts Part 95
OO December 15, 2021

CROSSOVER

CHURCH OF GOD

Acts 25

1 Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem, ? where the chief
priests and the Jewish leaders appeared before him and presented the charges against Paul. 3 They
requested Festus, as a favor to them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for they were preparing an
ambush to kill him along the way. * Festus answered, “Paul is being held at Caesarea, and | myself am
going there soon. ® Let some of your leaders come with me, and if the man has done anything wrong,
they can press charges against him there.”

® After spending eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The next day he convened
the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. ” When Paul came in, the Jews who had come
down from Jerusalem stood around him. They brought many serious charges against him, but they could
not prove them.

8 Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or against the
temple or against Caesar.”

9 Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand
trial before me there on these charges?”

10 pqul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where | ought to be tried. | have not done
any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. 11 If, however, | am guilty of doing anything
deserving death, | do not refuse to die. But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true,
no one has the right to hand me over to them. | appeal to Caesar!”

12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You have appealed to Caesar. To Caesar you
will go!”

Festus Consults King Agrippa

13 A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their respects to Festus. * Since
they were spending many days there, Festus discussed Paul’s case with the king. He said: “There is a man
here whom Felix left as a prisoner. > When | went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the
Jews brought charges against him and asked that he be condemned.

16 “I told them that it is not the Roman custom to hand over anyone before they have faced their accusers
and have had an opportunity to defend themselves against the charges. 1’ When they came here with
me, | did not delay the case, but convened the court the next day and ordered the man to be brought

in. ¥ When his accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him with any of the crimes | had

expected. *° Instead, they had some points of dispute with him about their own religion and about a dead
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man named Jesus who Paul claimed was alive. 2° | was at a loss how to investigate such matters; so |
asked if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem and stand trial there on these charges. % But when Paul
made his appeal to be held over for the Emperor’s decision, | ordered him held until | could send him to
Caesar.”

22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “l would like to hear this man myself.”
He replied, “Tomorrow you will hear him.”
Paul Before Agrippa

23 The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp and entered the audience room with the
high-ranking military officers and the prominent men of the city. At the command of Festus, Paul was
brought in. ?* Festus said: “King Agrippa, and all who are present with us, you see this man! The whole
Jewish community has petitioned me about him in Jerusalem and here in Caesarea, shouting that he
ought not to live any longer. % | found he had done nothing deserving of death, but because he made his
appeal to the Emperor | decided to send him to Rome. % But | have nothing definite to write to His
Majesty about him. Therefore | have brought him before all of you, and especially before you, King
Agrippa, so that as a result of this investigation | may have something to write. ?” For | think it is
unreasonable to send a prisoner on to Rome without specifying the charges against him.”

Discernment: The ability to judge well, the ability to perceive truth with spiritual guidance and
understanding.

A spiritual ability to see beyond the visible.

1 Corinthians 2:14
14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers
them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.

Without spiritual discernment we are left to our own limited vision.

James 1:5
% If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it
will be given to you.

1 Kings 3:5-14
®> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever
you want me to give you.”
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¢ Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was
faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and
have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.

7 “Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But | am only a little
child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have
chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. ° So give your servant a discerning heart to
govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great
people of yours?”

10The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 1! So God said to him, “Since you have asked for
this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, 21 will do what you have asked. | will give you a wise and
discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. > Moreover, |
will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have
no equal among kings. * And if you walk in obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as
David your father did, | will give you a long life.”

God wants us to ask Him for wisdom

Proverbs 21:1
1 In the LorD’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water
that he channels toward all who please him.

“The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.”
The Battle belongs to God!

Psalm 91:1-6
T Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.[”
2| will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom | trust.”
3 Surely he will save you
from the fowler’s snare
and from the deadly pestilence.
4 He will cover you with his feathers,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.
® You will not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
® nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
nor the plague that destroys at midday.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+91&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15397a
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We should always pray for God’s protection.

We should not assume the lost world thinks of Jesus the way we do.

Matthew 11:25

25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.

Lord, reveal Jesus to them!

Be Jesus to this lost world!

Notes
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