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Acts 24:1-16 
1 Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some of the elders and a lawyer 
named Tertullus, and they brought their charges against Paul before the governor. 2 When Paul was 
called in, Tertullus presented his case before Felix: “We have enjoyed a long period of peace under you, 
and your foresight has brought about reforms in this nation. 3 Everywhere and in every way, most 
excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with profound gratitude. 4 But in order not to weary you further, I 
would request that you be kind enough to hear us briefly. 
5 “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all over the world. He 
is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him. [7] [a] 8 By 
examining him yourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these charges we are bringing 
against him.” 
9 The other Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were true. 
10 When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I know that for a number of years you 
have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defense. 11 You can easily verify that no more 
than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 12 My accusers did not find me arguing with 
anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. 13 And they 
cannot prove to you the charges they are now making against me. 14 However, I admit that I worship the 
God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that is in 
accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, 15 and I have the same hope in God as these 
men themselves have, that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 16 So I strive 
always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:27-31 
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong.  
28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to 
nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in 
Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and 
redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”  
 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 
God often allows the odds to be stacked against us so He gets the glory when He comes through! 
 
Tonight’s theme: God likes to use underdogs. 
 
Judges 6:8-10 
8 he sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from  
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the hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I 
am the LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have 
not listened to me.”  
 
Judges 6:12-16  
12 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is with you, you mighty man of 
valor!”  
13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? 
Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up 
out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 
14 The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. 
Am I not sending you?” 
15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my family.” 
16 The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” 
 
God is always at work, even when it doesn’t look like it. 
 
God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called.   

 
What happens here at Crossover will be a clear work of the Holy Spirit and it will be done through 
common broken people! 
  
Judges 7:1-3 
1 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. The 
camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. 2 The LORD said to Gideon, “You 
have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own 
strength has saved me.’ 3 Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back 
and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. 
 
If we are trusting God for something, we should not take matters into our own hands. 
 
We lie to God in prayer if we don’t trust God after the prayer. 
 
God allows the odds to be stacked against us so there will be no question who did it when the enemy 
is defeated! 
  
If it is done by human hands, it will bring human results. 
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