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Acts 23:1-11 
1 Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good 
conscience to this day.” 2 At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him 
on the mouth. 3 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge 
me according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!” 
4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” 
5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not speak evil 
about the ruler of your people.’” 
6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the 
Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial because of the hope 
of the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that 
there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees believe all these things.) 
9 There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and 
argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an angel has 
spoken to him?” 10 The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to 
pieces by them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him 
into the barracks. 
11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified about me 
in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” 

The Sanhedrin was the assembly of the temple elders. 

The Pharisees were members of an elite Jewish sect, dating back to ancient times. 
 
Jesus often clashed with the Pharisees and used them as examples in His instruction.  
 
Matthew 5:20 
20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Luke 18:9-14 
The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told 
this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.’ 
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
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14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 
The Sadducees were the party of high priests, and mostly from wealthy and   aristocratic families.  
 
The Sadducees were the epitome of legalism. 
 
Matthew 3:7 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to 
them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
 
Matthew 22:23-33 
23 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a question. 
24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his brother must marry 
the widow and raise up offspring for him. 25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first one 
married and died, and since he had no children, he left his wife to his brother. 26 The same thing 
happened to the second and third brother, right on down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 
28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to 
her?” 
29 Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God. 30 At the 
resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 
31 But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead but of the living.” 
33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. 

 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 
1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, 
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its 
power. Have nothing to do with such people. 
 
Isaiah 29:13 
13 The Lord says: 
“These people come near to me with their mouth 
    and honor me with their lips, 
    but their hearts are far from me. 
Their worship of me 
    is based on merely human rules they have been taught.  
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