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Acts 21:26-40

26 The next day Paul took the men and purified himself along with them. Then he went to the temple to
give notice of the date when the days of purification would end and the offering would be made for each
of them.

27 When the seven days were nearly over, some Jews from the province of Asia saw Paul at the temple.
They stirred up the whole crowd and seized him, % shouting, “Fellow Israelites, help us! This is the man
who teaches everyone everywhere against our people and our law and this place. And besides, he has
brought Greeks into the temple and defiled this holy place.” % (They had previously seen Trophimus the
Ephesian in the city with Paul and assumed that Paul had brought him into the temple.)

30 The whole city was aroused, and the people came running from all directions. Seizing Paul, they
dragged him from the temple, and immediately the gates were shut. 3> While they were trying to kill him,
news reached the commander of the Roman troops that the whole city of Jerusalem was in an

uproar. 3 He at once took some officers and soldiers and ran down to the crowd. When the rioters saw
the commander and his soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.

33 The commander came up and arrested him and ordered him to be bound with two chains. Then he
asked who he was and what he had done. 3* Some in the crowd shouted one thing and some

another, and since the commander could not get at the truth because of the uproar, he ordered that Paul
be taken into the barracks. 3> When Paul reached the steps, the violence of the mob was so great he had
to be carried by the soldiers. ¢ The crowd that followed kept shouting, “Get rid of him!”

37 As the soldiers were about to take Paul into the barracks, he asked the commander, “May | say
something to you?”

“Do you speak Greek?” he replied. 3 “Aren’t you the Egyptian who started a revolt and led four thousand
terrorists out into the wilderness some time ago?”

39 paul answered, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to
the people.”

40 After receiving the commander’s permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the crowd.
When they were all silent, he said to them in Aramaic:

1 Corinthians 2:2
2For I resolved to know nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

The simplicity of the Gospel kept Paul laser-focused.

You can’t focus on more than one thing at the same time.
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“The successful warrior is the average man, with laser-like focus.”
Bruce Lee

We will naturally move toward the object of our focus. motorcycling

God is calling us back to our first love!

God is waiting for us to be in position for breakthrough!
Belief and Obedience.

We can’t be in position if our focus is divided.

Our focus is determined by our vantage point.

Vantage point: position or standpoint from which something is viewed or considered

As believers, there are two distinct vantage points we operate from: Spirit and Flesh.

John 3:6
® Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

If we pray for healing, and position ourselves with focus, we won’t miss the Healer when He comes to
heal.

Acts 7:54-58

> When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at

him. > But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. °® “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at
the right hand of God.”

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, > dragged
him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul.

Acts 8:1
& And Saul approved of their killing him.

The Church Persecuted and Scattered
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.
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Acts 21:11

1 Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit
says, ‘In this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over

to the Gentiles.””
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