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Acts 28:11-16 
11 After three months we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered in the island—it was an Alexandrian 
ship with the figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Pollux. 12 We put in at Syracuse and stayed there 
three days. 13 From there we set sail and arrived at Rhegium. The next day the south wind came up, and 
on the following day we reached Puteoli. 14 There we found some brothers and sisters who invited us to 
spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome. 15 The brothers and sisters there had heard that we 
were coming, and they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the 
sight of these people Paul thanked God and was encouraged. 16 When we got to Rome, Paul was allowed 
to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him. 

Paul and the apostles were emersed in a pagan culture. 

How do we react when we are around the things of the world? 

John 17:15-19 
15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that 
they too may be truly sanctified. 

God’s intent was never to remove us from the world when we were saved. 

Do you believe God protects you from the evil one? 

We will never know until we get to heaven how many things God has protected us from. 

1 John 4:4 
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world. 

We are in this world, but not of this world.  

The things of this world don’t have to stick to us. 

God sanctifies us so we can stay in this world without it sticking to us. 

 Sanctify: To set part. 

We are set apart by God’s truth.  
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We belong to the truth! 

We are on the side of truth!  

We don’t fight like the world. 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are 
not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We 
demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

The apostles weren’t affected by the pagan statues on the boat because they were sanctified and 
protected by the truth! 

We have been left here to impact the world for Jesus! 

Acts 2:4-5; 8 
4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, 
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

If we act and react like the world, we have nothing to offer the world! 
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