Sermon Notes

Lazarus Series 7 — Love’s Motivation
February 13, 2022

John 11:1-9

1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister

Martha. ? (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the
Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) * So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
“When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that
God'’s Son may be glorified through it.” > Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ° So when
he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, ” and then he said to his
disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going
back?”

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not
stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 2° It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they
have no light.”

Jesus was motivated by love.
Sacrificial love is the truest kind of love.
Everything Jesus does for us is because of His love.

John 10:22-33

22Then came the Festival of Dedication Jerusalem. It was winter, 2 and Jesus was in the temple courts
walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. % The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

25 Jesus answered, “1 did tell you, but you do not believe. The works | do in my Father’s name testify about
me, %6 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 22 My sheep listen to my voice; | know

them, and they follow me. ?8| give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them
out of my hand. % My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out
of my Father’s hand. 3| and the Father are one.”

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you
many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere
man, claim to be God.”

John 11:43-53

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead man came out, his
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”



Sermon Notes

Lazarus Series 7 — Love’s Motivation
February 13, 2022

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in
him. *¢ But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. *’ Then the chief
priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. “é If we let him go
on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our temple
and our nation.”

“Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at
all! *° You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole
nation perish.”

> He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the
Jewish nation, >’ and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to bring them
together and make them one. >3 So from that day on they plotted to take his life.

Jesus was compelled by love!
Because of Jesus’ love, He was willing to risk.

John 3:16
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

John 15:13
13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

God is motivated by love to move in your life.
When God draws us toward Him, He risks our rejection.

Jeremiah 31:3
3 ...” have loved you with an everlasting love;
I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.

Isaiah 57:15
15 For this is what the high and exalted One says—
he who lives forever, whose name is holy:
“I live in a high and holy place,
but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit,
to revive the spirit of the lowly
and to revive the heart of the contrite.
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God’s love motivates Him to meet you at your dark place and lift you out of it. He wants to do a
miracle in your life because He loves you!

Isaiah 30:15
15 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says:
“In repentance and rest is your salvation,
in quietness and trust is your strength,
but you would have none of it.

God gave us the freedom and ability to reject Him.
Hell will not be full of people God rejected — but full of people who rejected God.

Jeremiah 33:3
3 “Call to me and | will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.’

"To be loved but not known is comforting but superficial. To be known and not loved is our greatest
fear. But to be fully known and truly loved is, well, a lot like being loved by God. It is what we need
more than anything. It liberates us from pretense, humbles us out of our self-righteousness, and
fortifies us for any difficulty life can throw at us."

Timothy Keller
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