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Acts 16:1-5 
Timothy Joins Paul and Silas 
1 Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother 
was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and 
Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised 
him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a 
Greek. 4 As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the 
apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in 
the faith and grew daily in numbers. 
 
1 Timothy 1:1-2 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our 
hope, 
2 To Timothy my true son in the faith: 
Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Philippians 2:19-22 
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I 
receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your 
welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you 
know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me 
in the work of the gospel. 
 
Timothy was a product of the seeds planted by Paul’s ministry. 

 
Acts 15:1-2 
1 Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you 
are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought 
Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. 
 
In God’s work we must always keep the main thing the main thing. 

 
Just because we have freedoms, doesn’t mean should always use them.   
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Romans 14:1-8 
1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable matters. 2 One person’s 
faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The 
one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who 
does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. 4 Who 
are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they 
will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
 

5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. 
Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special 
does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and 
whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for 
ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if 
we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 
 
In the church, we are not to quarrel over “disputable matters”. 
 
Our conduct should always glorify God and build people up. 
 
Ephesians 4:29 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
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