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Acts 15:22-35

22 Then the apostles and elders, with the whole church, decided to choose some of their own
men and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They chose Judas (called Barsabbas)
and Silas, men who were leaders among the believers. 2 With them they sent the following
letter:

The apostles and elders, your brothers,

To the Gentile believers in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia:

Greetings.

24 \We have heard that some went out from us without our authorization and disturbed you,
troubling your minds by what they said. 2° So we all agreed to choose some men and send them
to you with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul— 26 men who have risked their lives for the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Therefore we are sending Judas and Silas to confirm by word of
mouth what we are writing. 22 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not to burden you
with anything beyond the following requirements: 2° You are to abstain from food sacrificed to
idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do
well to avoid these things.

Farewell.

30 So the men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together
and delivered the letter. 3* The people read it and were glad for its encouraging

message. 32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and
strengthen the believers. 33 After spending some time there, they were sent off by the believers
with the blessing of peace to return to those who had sent them. 34135 Byt Paul and Barnabas
remained in Antioch, where they and many others taught and preached the word of the Lord.

Acts 15:1

I Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you
are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.”

We often try to put God in a box.

The law wasn’t the way — it pointed to The Way.

The law showed us our utter need for God and His forgiveness. Jesus came to fulfill the law
and be the bridge to God and His forgiveness.

God will not be put in a box.
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The church belongs to God!

It is God’s church!

These leaders saw what God was doing and joined God in it.

Do we ask God what He is doing, or do we tell God what we want to do for Him?
The Gospel message was the heart of God.

As Christians, we are stewards of the heart of the God.

The church leaders were preventing the culture from infiltrating the church.

1 Corinthians 8:4-7
4So, what about eating meat that has been offered to idols? Well, we all know that an idol is
not really a god and that there is only one God. ® There may be so-called gods both in heaven
and on earth, and some people actually worship many gods and many lords. € But for us,
There is one God, the Father,

by whom all things were created,

and for whom we live.
And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ,

through whom all things were created,

and through whom we live.

7However, not all believers know this. Some are accustomed to thinking of idols as being real, so
when they eat food that has been offered to idols, they think of it as the worship of real gods,
and their weak consciences are violated.

God doesn’t make mistakes, or conflict with Himself or His Word.

Genesis 9:1-4

1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and
fill the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the
birds in the sky, on every creature that moves along the ground, and on all the fish in the sea;
they are given into your hands. 3 Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. Just
as | gave you the green plants, | now give you everything.

4 “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.
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Leviticus 17:11
11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and | have given it to you to make atonement for
yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.

The atonement for sin was attained by the life in the blood.

Deuteronomy 12:16
16 But you must not eat the blood; pour it out on the ground like water.

Deuteronomy 12:23
23 But be sure you do not eat the blood, because the blood is the life, and you must not eat the
life with the meat.

Romans 13:13
13 L et us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Living Bible

%10 pon’t you know that those doing such things have no share in the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool
yourselves. Those who live immoral lives, who are idol worshipers, adulterers or homosexuals—
will have no share in his Kingdom. Neither will thieves or greedy people, drunkards, slanderers, or
robbers. 1 There was a time when some of you were just like that but now your sins are washed
away, and you are set apart for God; and he has accepted you because of what the Lord Jesus
Christ and the Spirit of our God have done for you.
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