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Acts 9:23-31

23 After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill
him, 2*but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the
city gates in order to kill him. 2°But his followers took him by night and lowered
him in a basket through an opening in the wall.

26 \When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all
afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 2 But Barnabas took him
and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen
the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had
preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. % So Saul stayed with them and moved
about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. ?° He talked
and debated with the Hellenistic Jews,[ but they tried to kill him. *When the
believers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to
Tarsus.

31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace
and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy
Spirit, it increased in numbers.

God promises to protect us.
A believer and the Holy Spirit make a majority every time.

Job 5:12
12He thwarts the plans of the crafty,
so that their hands achieve no success.

Psalm 33:10
19The Lorp foils the plans of the nations;
he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.

John 17:15
15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27246a

God always wins!

Psalm 5:11
11 But let all who take refuge in you be glad;
let them ever sing for joy.
Spread your protection over them,
that those who love your name may rejoice in you.

2 Thessalonians 3:3
3But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil
one.

Acts 7:54-58

>4 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed
their teeth at him. ® But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *® “Look, ” he
said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

S At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all
rushed at him, ®® dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile,
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.

Acts 8:1-3
! And Saul approved of their killing him.

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all
except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men
buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the
church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put
them in prison.

Matthew 7:15
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves.

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 2 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.



Deuteronomy 18:22

22 |If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come
true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken
presumptuously, so do not be alarmed.

1John 4:1
! Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

What if Barnabas hadn’t spoken up?



