Book of Acts Study, Part 34 — Wednesday, September 30, 2020

Acts 8:9-25

Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and
amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, *°and
all the people, both high and low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This
man is rightly called the Great Power of God.” ! They followed him because he
had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. > But when they believed Philip
as he proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 3 Simon himself believed and
was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs
and miracles he saw.

14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. ¥ When they arrived, they prayed for
the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, ¢ because the Holy
Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. " Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.

18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands,
he offered them money ! and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on
whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you
could buy the gift of God with money! 2! You have no part or share in this ministry,
because your heart is not right before God. ?? Repent of this wickedness and pray
to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your
heart. 2 For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”

24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said
may happen to me.”

2% After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus,
Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan
villages.

Matthew 24:24
24 For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.



2 Thessalonians 2:9
®The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He
will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie

If something contradicts the Word of God, reject it.

Matthew 7:21-23

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of

heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many
will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in
your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ % Then |

will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

Timothy 4:3

3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead,
to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers
to say what their itching ears want to hear.

No one is so far gone that God'’s grace can’t change them!

Acts 1:8

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

We must desire the Holy Spirit Himself above His power.

God’s presence and power dwell in us in the Person of the Holy Spirit

John 13:1-8

L1t was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for
him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end.

2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy%204%3A3&version=NIV

things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to
God; *so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel
around his waist. ® After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

® He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will

understand.”

8 “No, ” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

b

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.’



