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Acts 7:15
15 All who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they saw
that his face was like the face of an angel.

Acts 7:54-60

> When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed
their teeth at him. > But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. % “Look, ” he
said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all
rushed at him, * dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile,
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.

S While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.”” ®© Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” \When he had said this, he fell asleep.

The same heat that hardens clay also melts butter!

Matthew 8:12
12But many Israelites—those for whom the Kingdom was prepared—uwill be thrown
into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

When you are full of the Holy Spirit, you are concerned with heavenly matters.
When you are full of the flesh, you are concerned about yourself.

Matthew 26:57-68

" Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the
teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. %8 But Peter followed him at a
distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with
the guards to see the outcome.

% The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence
against Jesus so that they could put him to death. ¢ But they did not find any,
though many false witnesses came forward.



Finally two came forward ! and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy
the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”

%2 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer?
What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you? ” ®3 But Jesus
remained silent.

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if
you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”

64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you
will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on
the clouds of heaven.”

% Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why
do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. ¢ What
do you think?”

“He is worthy of death,” they answered.

7 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped
him 8 and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?”’

The Jewish leaders had religion without relationship.
As times get worse, we must have relationship before religion.

John 16:1-3

L “All this | have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of
the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think
they are offering a service to God. 2 They will do such things because they have not
known the Father or me.

Acts 26:9-11

% “I too was convinced that | ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name
of Jesus of Nazareth. 1° And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of
the chief priests I put many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put
to death, | cast my vote against them. ! Many a time | went from one synagogue to
another to have them punished, and | tried to force them to blaspheme. | was so
obsessed with persecuting them that | even hunted them down in foreign cities.



