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Embracing Hope Part 30 – Hope that Stands the Test 
August 30, 2020 

Hope is not an emotion. 
 
Hope is the product of faith placed solely in God and His promises.   
 
Our hope will be tested. 
  
Genesis 6:8 
8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
 
Genesis 6:9 
9 …Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked faithfully with 
God. 
 
Noah received an incredible promise from the Lord. 
 
  And his incredible promise included an incredible test. 
  
Genesis 6:11-14, 17-22 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw how corrupt the earth 
had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to 
put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to 
destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat 
it with pitch inside and out.  
17 I am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that 
has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with 
you, and you will enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19 You 
are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with 
you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along 
the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and 
store it away as food for you and for them.” 
22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 
God’s promises involve a God-sized task 
 
Matthew 19:26 
 26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
 
God wants to invade our ordinary with His extraordinary! 
 
When God moves, there is no question who did it.   
 
Ezekiel 20:42 
42 Then you will know that I am the Lord, when I bring you into the land of Israel, the land I had sworn 
with uplifted hand to give to your ancestors. 
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Ezekiel 36:23 
23 …Then the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am proved 
holy through you before their eyes. 
 
God wants you to hope in something incredible so you and the world will see that He is God when in it 
fulfilled! 
 
We can rest assured we will be tested. 
 
Hebrews 11:7 
7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By 
his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith. 
 
Genesis 7:11-12, 17-20 
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all 
the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain 
fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. 
 
17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high 
above the earth. 18 The waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the 
surface of the water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire 
heavens were covered. 20 The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen 
cubits.  
 
The truth we hope in is just as true as Noah’s promise of coming rain! 
 
We must be Biblically relevant over culturally relevant! 
 
Matthew 24:38-42 
38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up 
to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood 
came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be 
in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will 
be taken and the other left. 
 
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sermon Notes 

Embracing Hope Part 30 – Hope that Stands the Test 
August 30, 2020 

2 Peter 3:3-10 
3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their 
own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, 
everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago 
by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By 
these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present 
heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the 
ungodly. 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will 
be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.  
 
Matthew 24:13 
13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
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